
ICE BREAKER: 

What do you think is the best quality in a friend? What makes you want to be friends with someone? 

 

Discussion Questions for weeks of January 16, 2019 
 

BIG IDEA:  

Sometimes we tend to put things off or not take things as seriously 

as we should.  The Bible says that meeting together with other 
Christians and deepening Christ-centered friendships is something 

that we should not ignore or take lightly.  Hebrews 10:25 says that 

we should “never give up” meeting together so that we can 

consistently encourage, support, and strengthen each other. 
 

Simply gathering is not enough.  When we meet, we should never 
give up confronting each other’s weakness and sin.  We are only 

truly encouraged to flee evil and pursue righteousness in an 

environment that fosters true accountability. 

 
 

 

 

DISCUSSION:   
(Ice breaker flows into discussion.) 

1. What makes you not want to be friends with someone? What is a behavior that a friend might do that leads you 

to consider not staying friends? 
 

2. Why do you think we quit friendships? 
 

3. This weekend Graham Shelby talked about friendship and accountability. How did he say we are like prisoners? 

We isolate or aren’t fully known, we stay on the surface with conversation. 
 

Let’s read Hebrews 3:12-13.  
 

4. What charge does this give us? (Not just individually, though it does, what charge does it give us for our 

friend?) 
If you see a friend acting in sin sometimes that can make us want to turn away from that, create distance, or 

worse, partake.  
 

5. If you were at WAKE this weekend, Graham gave us an acronym spelling L.O.V.E who remembers the “L”?  

What would it be for us to ‘Lean in’ when friend’s hearts are hard? 
 

6.How could you lean in when a friend is discouraged?  
 

7. If we’re honest, we probably don’t consistently think about creative ways we can encourage others.  What are 

the things that commonly consume our thoughts throughout the day? 
 

8. How could you shift your focus to L.O.V.E?  

Lean in- how can we go deeper, ask deeper questions, give deeper answers? 
Offer Prayer- are you in the habit of praying and lifting up anxieties and thanks to God regularly? 

Voice Grace and Truth- do you know God’s word? Are you spending time in his word daily, can you 

sharpen people with Scripture if you don’t know it yourself? 

Expect (God) to Work- do you trust God and are you willing to be called to hard conversations and hard 
work? 

 

9. Going deep and being accountable can be really hard sometimes.  What are some barriers that are keeping you 

from keeping your friends accountable or going deep, and vice versa? 
 

10. Look up and read Proverbs 27:17 together.  Think about iron sharpening iron.  What are some unique things 

about that activity? 

It takes two equally strong materials in the hands of skilled and purposeful craftsman.  It acknowledges 
that the materials have an ongoing tendency to become dull and less useful.  One piece of the material 

needs to be heated up and “softened” while the other needs to violently strike it.  Sparks fly as the 

materials crash together.  In the end, the sharpened piece of material is more useful to the craftsman. 
 

10. Have you ever viewed your own life as a useful tool for God’s purposes? 
 

11. Besides your parents, have you ever sharpened someone else or had someone sharpen you? 
 

APPLICATION: 

12. What could “iron sharpening iron” look like for you and someone in your small group?  
 

13. What is one area in your life that you need someone in your small group or your leader to be consistently 

sharpening you in?   
 

 MEMORY VERSE   HEBREWS 10:25 

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 

another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 


