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DECISION-MAKING WISDOM FROM THE PROVERBS 
	  
	  
THE VISION 
 
Can you think of anyone who doesn’t want to make wise decisions?  Hopefully no one came to mind. Unfortunately, many 
people make unwise decisions all the time. The following 10 questions are a great resource to help you with wisdom decision-
making principles from the book of Proverbs. They are from a Watermark Sunday sermon series called “Should I?”  The two-
week series can be found at:  http://www.watermark.org/media/series/329/ 

 
 

1 .  Do I  have a l l  the  facts?   
• To answer before listening—that is folly and shame (Proverbs 18:13; cf. 18:17) 

 
2 .  As I  ful ly  entrusting this  decis ion to  the Lord?  

• Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. (Proverbs 3:5-6; cf. 16:3, 28:25)  
  

3 .  Is  the  pressure  of  t ime forcing me to  make a  premature decis ion I  might  not  otherwise  make?  
• Desire without knowledge is not good, and whoever makes haste with his feet misses his way. (Proverbs 

19:2; cf. 25:8, 21:5) 
 

4 .  For better  or  worse,  what  are  the possible  motives  that  could be driving this  decis ion?   
• All a person’s ways seem pure to them, but motives are weighed by the LORD. (Proverbs 16:2; cf. 20:9, 

21:2) 
 

5 .  How should my past  experiences  inform this  decis ion?  
• As a dog returns to its vomit, so fools repeat their folly. (Proverbs 26:11; cf. 17:10) 

 
6 .  What is  the col lect ive  counsel  of  my community? 

• The way of fools seems right to them, but the wise listen to advice. (Proverbs 12:15; cf. 11:14, 15:22, 
20:18, 24:6, 27:9, 13:20, 18:1-2) 
 

7 .  Have I  honest ly  considered the warning s igns?  
• There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to death. (Proverbs 16:25; cf. 27:6, 10:17)  

  
8 .  Have I  ful ly  considered al l  the  possible  outcomes for  each course  of  act ion I ’m considering?  

• The simple believe anything, but the prudent give thought to their steps. (Proverbs 14:15; cf. 14:1, 27:12, 
14:23) 
 

9 .  Could this  decis ion jeopardize  my integrity  or  hinder my witness  for  the Lord in  any way?  
• Like a muddied spring or a polluted well are the righteous who give way to the wicked. (Proverbs 25:26; 

cf. 10:9, 22:1, 20:7) 
 

           10.  Is  there  a  better  option that  would al low me to  make a  greater  impact  for  God’s  kingdom?   
• The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and the one who is wise saves lives. (Proverbs 11:30) 

 


