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“Our babies are a complete,  
undeserved blessing. God used  
this experience to teach me  
to desire Him more than I desired  
to be a mom.” – Sallie Dean



THE WAITING

“I knew that Psalm 84:11 said, ‘No good thing does He 
withhold from those who walk uprightly. So why did it feel 
like He was withholding?” said Sallie Dean. “How long 
would we wait for a child? These are the questions I asked 
as my husband, Caleb, and I struggled with infertility.

NOT HAPPENING THE WAY IT SHOULD

“I experienced a lot of protection from God as I grew up in  
a Christian family in Houston. Grace, conflict resolution and 
forgiveness were modeled for me by my parents. I realize 
now how fortunate I am to have parents who love Jesus and 
read God’s Word.

“One of the defining moments in my walk with Christ was  
in college. I lived with several girls and experienced true, 
authentic community for the first time. My faith in Christ 
became my own, and community was so important as  
I tried to live differently from the world around me.

“Caleb and I married in 2008. Early in our relationship,  
we were on different pages regarding starting a family and 
struggled with fully trusting the Lord with that decision.  
I wrestled with our different points of view and how I could 
do best in respecting Caleb as a spiritual leader. 

“I look back at my journal and see the transition from 
‘should we have babies?’ to ‘we are finally on the same page,’ 
to ‘wait a minute, this is not happening the way it should.’  
I experienced depression and anxiety early in our marriage, 
and that served as a catalyst in deciding to release some 
control over our plan to have a family. 

“Our struggle with infertility was a very low season for me. 
After waiting so long to be on the same page, now we can’t 
get pregnant! What in the world? I continued to journal  
and pour out my heart in complete dependence on God.

GOD HAS NOT FORGOTTEN

“Through the Women’s Bible Study at Watermark, I met 
another person who had waited for a baby. She and another 
friend talked to me about how to pray when God isn’t 
answering the way I wanted. I thought about how I was 
defining comfort and what it meant to wait on God’s plan. 

“I sought the Lord in all of these things, and He was faithful 
in my waiting. I prayed for unity with Caleb. The Lord helped 
me by changing my prayers from ‘give me what I want’ to 
‘help me be content exactly where you have me.’ I realized 
that God gave me this wonderful marriage, and I was  
only focused on the next thing. I learned how to be ‘all in’ 
just where I was.

“God used this time to give me a greater sensitivity to other 
hurting people. I started engaging with those who were quiet 
at things like baby showers and ended up meeting many 
women who were in a season of waiting for either a husband 
or a child. 

“As I began openly sharing my story, I received notes of 
encouragement from friends reminding me that the Lord 
hears me and has my good in mind. On Mother’s Day, 
when it felt particularly real that I was not a mom yet, I got 
flowers from a friend. That was a wonderful reminder that 
God had not forgotten. 

UNDESERVED BLESSING

“In 2011 I became curious about adoption and started 
talking to people who had adoption as part of their story. 
Caleb and I went to conferences and researched the  
whole thing. Our community group played a huge role, 
asking hard questions, praying for us and walking with  
us through our fear of the unknown. The Lord gave us tender 
hearts, and we were unified and sure about adoption. 

“After choosing an adoption agency, we did the paperwork 
and home study. The process was finished July 6, and to 
our surprise, we were matched with a birth mother on July 
16. Six days later, we were there for the birth of our twins.

“I looked back at my journal in the weeks and months before 
that and noticed that on May 29, I was wavering in my 
trust in the Lord. As I prayed the words of Ephesians 3:20, 
I wanted to have faith that God could do immeasurably 
more than I could imagine. I kept forgetting that the Lord 
had my good in mind. Indeed He did, along with the  
good of our brave birthmother and babies. A few months 
later we would have twins. How cool is that? 

“Our babies are a complete, undeserved blessing. God used 
this experience to teach me to desire Him more than I 
desired to be a mom. I learned I could share my dreams 
with the Lord and know He is trustworthy. I asked God 
many times how I could hope to become a mom but not be 
brokenhearted if it didn’t happen. I learned how to fix  
my eyes on Jesus rather than my present circumstances.  
I am so grateful that He fulfilled me during the waiting.”

 
For information on Women’s Bible Study at Watermark, see the ad on 
the back panel. To learn more about Shiloh, our ministry to women 
and couples who are experiencing infertility and/or miscarriage, see 
the announcement on the inside of Watermark News. To find out 
about Tapestry, our Adoption Ministry, see the ad on the back panel.



How may we serve you?

We’re honored that you chose to attend Watermark. In order to 
know how to serve you better, please fill out both sides of this 
Communication Card and put it in one of the brown boxes in the 
Welcome Center.

Please print

Date  ____________________________________________________  

� My information has changed

� Please send information about connecting with others  
at Watermark

Mr./Mrs./Ms.  _____________________________________________  

Address  _________________________________________________  

City  _____________________________________________________  

State/Zip  ________________________________________________  

Home Phone  ____________________________________________  

Cell Phone  ______________________________________________  

Email  ___________________________________________________  

Is this your ____1st  ____2nd  ____3rd visit to Watermark?

Your age group (please circle one):

18-23  24-30  31-35  36-40  41-45  46-50  51-60  61-70  71+

� Student 

 School  ______________________________________________  

� Single

� Married

 Spouse’s Name  ______________________________________  

Children living at home:

Print Name and Birthday (month, day and year):

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Please complete both sides and place in one of the brown boxes in 
the Welcome Center.

If there is any way that we at Watermark can  
help you grow in your understanding of Christ or 
your ability to follow Him, please contact us.

WATERMARK COMMUNITY CHURCH 

OFFICES:  3345 Winthrop  |  Fort Worth, Texas 76116  |  817.869.1199  |  http://watermark.org/fortworth  |  FortWorth@watermark.org 

“I asked myself over and over, ‘Why me? It just wasn’t fair. I felt isolated and angry at God.” Jen Haney 
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A Safe Place for Couples to Reconnect

Wednesday Nights Starting October 9  
6:30 – 8:15 pm

Childcare Is Provided for children 0-12 years old

Whether your marriage needs to be reignited or is in need of complete
resurrection, re|engage is a safe place for couples to move toward 
oneness through stories of grace, teaching and small groups. Childcare 
provided for 0-12 yrs old. Email questions to Bethany Phillip, 
BPhillip@watermark.org.     
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Please complete both sides and place in one of the brown boxes  
in the Welcome Center.

Please contact me about:

� How to start a relationship with Jesus Christ

� Connecting Point – Watermark membership

� GroupLink – getting connected in community or leading 
others in community 

� Connect with others in these areas:

 ____ women ____ men ____ singles

 ____ jr. high ____ high school ____ college

� Sign me up for The Journey, a daily devotional 
(jointhejourney.com)

� Serving with Children’s Ministry 

Contact Information:

name  __________________________________________________  

email  __________________________________________________  

phone  __________________________________________________  

What is your first impression of Watermark?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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Prayer Needs

� Check here if you want this request submitted to the  

Click and Pray ministry.

_________________________________________________________
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KIDS CLUB VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Help us care for kids at Watermark on Wednesday nights as parents 
participate in re|engage, starting on October 9. Our goal is to create a 
warm, fun environment where kids learn more about God’s Word and be 
encouraged. We need your help to make that happen!  Contact Angela Ardis 
at aardis@watermark.org to sign up.  

WANT TO SERVE? 
We have needs with our children’s area, as well as set-up team, parking, 
greeting, and coffee team opportunities. Please fill out your name and 
contact information on the perforated section of Watermark News today 
and let us know you want to explore servanthood! 

READ2WIN READING COACH OPPORTUNITY
Help us partner with Read2Win by helping first graders at M.L Phillips 
Elementary School learn to read. Give a child the life-long gift of literacy by 
working with them for 30 minutes each week. Training dates are September 
24, or 28. The program begins the week of October 7. Register at 
watermark.org/fortworth.

AUDITIONS FOR VOCALISTS 
On Tuesday, September 17, at 5 pm in the Watermark Annex, we will hold 
auditions for vocalists who could serve in various ministries as we grow. For 
more information, contact Katie Beth Ware at kware@watermark.org

SUMMIT MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Thursdays starting October 3  6:30–8 am  Watermark Annex

Join us as we explore the Book of James and LEARN how to submit ourselves  
to God; LIVE out the truth of God’s Word in our daily lives; and LEAD others by 
serving and discipling others in a way that transforms lives. Cost: $15

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Topic: By Grace Alone: A Year-Long Study of Romans

Thursdays starting September 26  Watermark Annex

Is God really good? What does it mean to stand rightly before Him? Join women 
of all ages as we explore these questions through Romans.

Additional details and registration at watermark.org (click Fort Worth tab)

What’s Next at Watermark?

STARTING BLOCKS (birth–5 years)  
Sundays @ 10:30 am 

We continue with our unit on the Patriarchs. We learn through the story of 
Jacob that God loves us even when we do wrong, and He wants us to come 
to Him for help. His ways are always better than our own. Memory verse: 
“God’s way is perfect. All the Lord’s promises prove true” (Psalm 18:30).                

ON YOUR MARK (Grades K–5)  
Sundays @ 10:30  am
Today we learn that we can RESPECT others because God cares for them. 
Jesus was never too busy to love others, and we can follow His example. Ask 
your kids questions from watermark.org/blog/family to find out what else they 
learned today.

JUNIOR HIGH (GRADES 6 – 8) 
Sundays mornings

Want to get to know more kids your age at Watermark? Be part of our 
Student Ministry for kids 6-8th grade. Join your parents on Sunday mornings 
for worship, then leave the service during the ‘meet & greet’ and gather with 
other students for a time of connecting with others and studying God’s 
Word. See you then!

HIGH SCHOOL (Grades 9–12) 
Wednesdays  LOCATION: HOMES IN THE AREA

Our high school small groups meet in homes across the Fort Worth area. To 
join one, visit with a friend or contact Curtis Lane at clane@watermark.org.

STUDENT MINISTRY PARENT MEETING 
Sunday, September 15 
Find out more about the vision for our Watermark Student Ministry.

Children Serve

Equipping

     

NOTES

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life;  
no one comes to the Father but through Me. (John 14:6)

WHY ME?

Jen Haney broke down and cried right there in the 
doctor’s office. She always dreamed of filling her home 
with five happy, healthy children. After two years of trying 
to get pregnant, she and her husband, Patrick, turned to a 
specialist for help. Several rounds of tests finally revealed 
the answer.

“No one wants to talk about infertility, especially when it’s 
on the guy’s side, as was the case for us,” said Jen. “It 
seemed like everyone around us was pregnant. We felt 
very alone.” 

After unsuccessful surgery and treatments, Jen struggled 
under the weight of sadness and anger. “I was grieving 
something I planned but would never happen – the two of 
us having a biological child. I asked myself over and over, 
‘Why me?’ It wasn’t fair. I felt isolated and angry at God.”

Patrick knew they needed help getting on the same page 
emotionally. “As far as infertility goes, my response was, 
‘Why shouldn’t it be me?’,” said Patrick. “I had done a lot 
of work with at-risk kids and had seen some very difficult 
situations. I knew God didn’t owe me anything. Jen felt 
frustrated that I didn’t feel the same way she did. Our 
different responses put an emotional strain on our 
relationship.”

Although their community group was supportive, Jen 
wanted the support from other couples that had been 
down the road they were on.  

“I wasn’t sure I wanted to talk about it,” said Jen. “I was 
scared there was something wrong with me because I was 
so angry. But at Watermark, God connected me with other 
women who had struggled with infertility and had experi-
enced the same feelings of disappointment and anger. We 
spent time together in God’s Word and I gained biblical 
wisdom from others who had similar experiences. I 
learned that it was OK to feel angry, but it wasn’t OK to 
stay there. I discovered more and more about trusting God 
through this season.”

Having a community of friends to talk to about infertility 
was a turning point for Jen and for the Haney’s marriage. 
“God used that to take the stress off of our relationship,” 
said Patrick. “She relied on Christ and others in commu-
nity as her source of support, rather than solely depending 
on me.”

After years of struggling with infertility, the couple decided 
on domestic adoption. “Adoption felt like a light at the 
end of the tunnel,” said Jen. “It’s a long process, but it 
was also exciting. We got the call in October of 2012, 
that our child would soon be born. We were in the labor 
and delivery room with the birth mother, who was so 
loving and gracious. Three days later, we took our 
daughter, Ellie, home. She is 10 months old now.”

The strength God provided through their struggle with 
infertility prepared Jen and Patrick for the battle they 
would face next: cancer. A routine exam revealed that 
Patrick had testicular cancer. Immediately, he was 
confronted with a long list of ‘what ifs’.

“What if I only have six months to live? What if I’m not 
around to see my daughter grow up? Of course I thought 
all of those things,” said Patrick. But the funny thing is 
that neither of us panicked. We were able to trust God.” 

After a successful surgery and radiation, Patrick emerged 
cancer-free and with a renewed strength in the Lord. “I 
knew it was true that Christ was walking with me, but 
through both cancer and infertility, I got to live out that 
truth. Although we’ve both been through suffering, the 
Lord never left us. I look at my wife and daughter today 
and say, ‘Lord, you got it right’.”  

The Hanyes say that their story really isn’t about 
adoption, cancer or infertility. It’s about learning that God 
was with them regardless of their circumstances. “The 
plan God had for us wasn’t what I thought it would be,” 
said Jen. “Suffering became part of our story. But as I 
worked through my anger in community with others, I 
realized I was not alone. God was with us the whole time, 
writing the story He wanted for our lives. Even when I 
could not feel it, God was walking along with me. That’s 
where I found peace.”

Students

 

Please complete both sides and place in one of the brown boxes  
in the Welcome Center.

Please contact me about:

� How to start a relationship with Jesus Christ

� Connecting Point – Watermark membership

� GroupLink – getting connected in community or leading 
others in community 

� Connect with others in these areas:

 ____ women ____ men ____ singles

 ____ jr. high ____ high school ____ college

� Sign me up for The Journey, a daily devotional 
(jointhejourney.com)

� Serving with Children’s Ministry 

Contact Information:

name  __________________________________________________  

email  __________________________________________________  

phone  __________________________________________________  

What is your first impression of Watermark?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Prayer Needs

� Check here if you want this request submitted to the  

Click and Pray ministry.

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

KIDS CLUB VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Help us care for kids at Watermark on Wednesday nights as parents 
participate in re|engage, starting on October 9. Our goal is to create a 
warm, fun environment where kids learn more about God’s Word and be 
encouraged. We need your help to make that happen!  Contact Angela Ardis 
at aardis@watermark.org to sign up.  

WANT TO SERVE? 
We have needs with our children’s area, as well as set-up team, parking, 
greeting, and coffee team opportunities. Please fill out your name and 
contact information on the perforated section of Watermark News today 
and let us know you want to explore servanthood! 

READ2WIN READING COACH OPPORTUNITY
Help us partner with Read2Win by helping first graders at M.L Phillips 
Elementary School learn to read. Give a child the life-long gift of literacy by 
working with them for 30 minutes each week. Training dates are September 
24, or 28. The program begins the week of October 7. Register at 
watermark.org/fortworth.

AUDITIONS FOR VOCALISTS 
On Tuesday, September 17, at 5 pm in the Watermark Annex, we will hold 
auditions for vocalists who could serve in various ministries as we grow. For 
more information, contact Katie Beth Ware at kware@watermark.org

SUMMIT MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Thursdays starting October 3  6:30–8 am  Watermark Annex

Join us as we explore the Book of James and LEARN how to submit ourselves  
to God; LIVE out the truth of God’s Word in our daily lives; and LEAD others by 
serving and discipling others in a way that transforms lives. Cost: $15

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Topic: By Grace Alone: A Year-Long Study of Romans

Thursdays starting September 26  Watermark Annex

Is God really good? What does it mean to stand rightly before Him? Join women 
of all ages as we explore these questions through Romans.

Additional details and registration at watermark.org (click Fort Worth tab)

What’s Next at Watermark?

STARTING BLOCKS (birth–5 years)  
Sundays @ 10:30 am 

We continue with our unit on the Patriarchs. We learn through the story of 
Jacob that God loves us even when we do wrong, and He wants us to come 
to Him for help. His ways are always better than our own. Memory verse: 
“God’s way is perfect. All the Lord’s promises prove true” (Psalm 18:30).                

ON YOUR MARK (Grades K–5)  
Sundays @ 10:30  am
Today we learn that we can RESPECT others because God cares for them. 
Jesus was never too busy to love others, and we can follow His example. Ask 
your kids questions from watermark.org/blog/family to find out what else they 
learned today.

JUNIOR HIGH (GRADES 6 – 8) 
Sundays mornings

Want to get to know more kids your age at Watermark? Be part of our 
Student Ministry for kids 6-8th grade. Join your parents on Sunday mornings 
for worship, then leave the service during the ‘meet & greet’ and gather with 
other students for a time of connecting with others and studying God’s 
Word. See you then!

HIGH SCHOOL (Grades 9–12) 
Wednesdays  LOCATION: HOMES IN THE AREA

Our high school small groups meet in homes across the Fort Worth area. To 
join one, visit with a friend or contact Curtis Lane at clane@watermark.org.

STUDENT MINISTRY PARENT MEETING 
Sunday, September 15 
Find out more about the vision for our Watermark Student Ministry.

Children Serve

Equipping

     

NOTES

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life;  
no one comes to the Father but through Me. (John 14:6)

WHY ME?

Jen Haney broke down and cried right there in the 
doctor’s office. She always dreamed of filling her home 
with five happy, healthy children. After two years of trying 
to get pregnant, she and her husband, Patrick, turned to a 
specialist for help. Several rounds of tests finally revealed 
the answer.

“No one wants to talk about infertility, especially when it’s 
on the guy’s side, as was the case for us,” said Jen. “It 
seemed like everyone around us was pregnant. We felt 
very alone.” 

After unsuccessful surgery and treatments, Jen struggled 
under the weight of sadness and anger. “I was grieving 
something I planned but would never happen – the two of 
us having a biological child. I asked myself over and over, 
‘Why me?’ It wasn’t fair. I felt isolated and angry at God.”

Patrick knew they needed help getting on the same page 
emotionally. “As far as infertility goes, my response was, 
‘Why shouldn’t it be me?’,” said Patrick. “I had done a lot 
of work with at-risk kids and had seen some very difficult 
situations. I knew God didn’t owe me anything. Jen felt 
frustrated that I didn’t feel the same way she did. Our 
different responses put an emotional strain on our 
relationship.”

Although their community group was supportive, Jen 
wanted the support from other couples that had been 
down the road they were on.  

“I wasn’t sure I wanted to talk about it,” said Jen. “I was 
scared there was something wrong with me because I was 
so angry. But at Watermark, God connected me with other 
women who had struggled with infertility and had experi-
enced the same feelings of disappointment and anger. We 
spent time together in God’s Word and I gained biblical 
wisdom from others who had similar experiences. I 
learned that it was OK to feel angry, but it wasn’t OK to 
stay there. I discovered more and more about trusting God 
through this season.”

Having a community of friends to talk to about infertility 
was a turning point for Jen and for the Haney’s marriage. 
“God used that to take the stress off of our relationship,” 
said Patrick. “She relied on Christ and others in commu-
nity as her source of support, rather than solely depending 
on me.”

After years of struggling with infertility, the couple decided 
on domestic adoption. “Adoption felt like a light at the 
end of the tunnel,” said Jen. “It’s a long process, but it 
was also exciting. We got the call in October of 2012, 
that our child would soon be born. We were in the labor 
and delivery room with the birth mother, who was so 
loving and gracious. Three days later, we took our 
daughter, Ellie, home. She is 10 months old now.”

The strength God provided through their struggle with 
infertility prepared Jen and Patrick for the battle they 
would face next: cancer. A routine exam revealed that 
Patrick had testicular cancer. Immediately, he was 
confronted with a long list of ‘what ifs’.

“What if I only have six months to live? What if I’m not 
around to see my daughter grow up? Of course I thought 
all of those things,” said Patrick. But the funny thing is 
that neither of us panicked. We were able to trust God.” 

After a successful surgery and radiation, Patrick emerged 
cancer-free and with a renewed strength in the Lord. “I 
knew it was true that Christ was walking with me, but 
through both cancer and infertility, I got to live out that 
truth. Although we’ve both been through suffering, the 
Lord never left us. I look at my wife and daughter today 
and say, ‘Lord, you got it right’.”  

The Hanyes say that their story really isn’t about 
adoption, cancer or infertility. It’s about learning that God 
was with them regardless of their circumstances. “The 
plan God had for us wasn’t what I thought it would be,” 
said Jen. “Suffering became part of our story. But as I 
worked through my anger in community with others, I 
realized I was not alone. God was with us the whole time, 
writing the story He wanted for our lives. Even when I 
could not feel it, God was walking along with me. That’s 
where I found peace.”

Students

 

Please complete both sides and place in one of the brown boxes  
in the Welcome Center.

Please contact me about:

� How to start a relationship with Jesus Christ

� Connecting Point – Watermark membership

� GroupLink – getting connected in community or leading 
others in community 

� Connect with others in these areas:

 ____ women ____ men ____ singles

 ____ jr. high ____ high school ____ college

� Sign me up for The Journey, a daily devotional 
(jointhejourney.com)

� Serving with Children’s Ministry 

Contact Information:

name  __________________________________________________  

email  __________________________________________________  

phone  __________________________________________________  

What is your first impression of Watermark?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Prayer Needs

� Check here if you want this request submitted to the  

Click and Pray ministry.

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

KIDS CLUB VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Help us care for kids at Watermark on Wednesday nights as parents 
participate in re|engage, starting on October 9. Our goal is to create a 
warm, fun environment where kids learn more about God’s Word and be 
encouraged. We need your help to make that happen!  Contact Angela Ardis 
at aardis@watermark.org to sign up.  

WANT TO SERVE? 
We have needs with our children’s area, as well as set-up team, parking, 
greeting, and coffee team opportunities. Please fill out your name and 
contact information on the perforated section of Watermark News today 
and let us know you want to explore servanthood! 

READ2WIN READING COACH OPPORTUNITY
Help us partner with Read2Win by helping first graders at M.L Phillips 
Elementary School learn to read. Give a child the life-long gift of literacy by 
working with them for 30 minutes each week. Training dates are September 
24, or 28. The program begins the week of October 7. Register at 
watermark.org/fortworth.

AUDITIONS FOR VOCALISTS 
On Tuesday, September 17, at 5 pm in the Watermark Annex, we will hold 
auditions for vocalists who could serve in various ministries as we grow. For 
more information, contact Katie Beth Ware at kware@watermark.org

SUMMIT MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Thursdays starting October 3  6:30–8 am  Watermark Annex

Join us as we explore the Book of James and LEARN how to submit ourselves  
to God; LIVE out the truth of God’s Word in our daily lives; and LEAD others by 
serving and discipling others in a way that transforms lives. Cost: $15

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Topic: By Grace Alone: A Year-Long Study of Romans

Thursdays starting September 26  Watermark Annex

Is God really good? What does it mean to stand rightly before Him? Join women 
of all ages as we explore these questions through Romans.

Additional details and registration at watermark.org (click Fort Worth tab)

What’s Next at Watermark?

STARTING BLOCKS (birth–5 years)  
Sundays @ 10:30 am 

We continue with our unit on the Patriarchs. We learn through the story of 
Jacob that God loves us even when we do wrong, and He wants us to come 
to Him for help. His ways are always better than our own. Memory verse: 
“God’s way is perfect. All the Lord’s promises prove true” (Psalm 18:30).                

ON YOUR MARK (Grades K–5)  
Sundays @ 10:30  am
Today we learn that we can RESPECT others because God cares for them. 
Jesus was never too busy to love others, and we can follow His example. Ask 
your kids questions from watermark.org/blog/family to find out what else they 
learned today.

JUNIOR HIGH (GRADES 6 – 8) 
Sundays mornings

Want to get to know more kids your age at Watermark? Be part of our 
Student Ministry for kids 6-8th grade. Join your parents on Sunday mornings 
for worship, then leave the service during the ‘meet & greet’ and gather with 
other students for a time of connecting with others and studying God’s 
Word. See you then!

HIGH SCHOOL (Grades 9–12) 
Wednesdays  LOCATION: HOMES IN THE AREA

Our high school small groups meet in homes across the Fort Worth area. To 
join one, visit with a friend or contact Curtis Lane at clane@watermark.org.

STUDENT MINISTRY PARENT MEETING 
Sunday, September 15 
Find out more about the vision for our Watermark Student Ministry.

Children Serve

Equipping

     

NOTES

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life;  
no one comes to the Father but through Me. (John 14:6)

WHY ME?

Jen Haney broke down and cried right there in the 
doctor’s office. She always dreamed of filling her home 
with five happy, healthy children. After two years of trying 
to get pregnant, she and her husband, Patrick, turned to a 
specialist for help. Several rounds of tests finally revealed 
the answer.

“No one wants to talk about infertility, especially when it’s 
on the guy’s side, as was the case for us,” said Jen. “It 
seemed like everyone around us was pregnant. We felt 
very alone.” 

After unsuccessful surgery and treatments, Jen struggled 
under the weight of sadness and anger. “I was grieving 
something I planned but would never happen – the two of 
us having a biological child. I asked myself over and over, 
‘Why me?’ It wasn’t fair. I felt isolated and angry at God.”

Patrick knew they needed help getting on the same page 
emotionally. “As far as infertility goes, my response was, 
‘Why shouldn’t it be me?’,” said Patrick. “I had done a lot 
of work with at-risk kids and had seen some very difficult 
situations. I knew God didn’t owe me anything. Jen felt 
frustrated that I didn’t feel the same way she did. Our 
different responses put an emotional strain on our 
relationship.”

Although their community group was supportive, Jen 
wanted the support from other couples that had been 
down the road they were on.  

“I wasn’t sure I wanted to talk about it,” said Jen. “I was 
scared there was something wrong with me because I was 
so angry. But at Watermark, God connected me with other 
women who had struggled with infertility and had experi-
enced the same feelings of disappointment and anger. We 
spent time together in God’s Word and I gained biblical 
wisdom from others who had similar experiences. I 
learned that it was OK to feel angry, but it wasn’t OK to 
stay there. I discovered more and more about trusting God 
through this season.”

Having a community of friends to talk to about infertility 
was a turning point for Jen and for the Haney’s marriage. 
“God used that to take the stress off of our relationship,” 
said Patrick. “She relied on Christ and others in commu-
nity as her source of support, rather than solely depending 
on me.”

After years of struggling with infertility, the couple decided 
on domestic adoption. “Adoption felt like a light at the 
end of the tunnel,” said Jen. “It’s a long process, but it 
was also exciting. We got the call in October of 2012, 
that our child would soon be born. We were in the labor 
and delivery room with the birth mother, who was so 
loving and gracious. Three days later, we took our 
daughter, Ellie, home. She is 10 months old now.”

The strength God provided through their struggle with 
infertility prepared Jen and Patrick for the battle they 
would face next: cancer. A routine exam revealed that 
Patrick had testicular cancer. Immediately, he was 
confronted with a long list of ‘what ifs’.

“What if I only have six months to live? What if I’m not 
around to see my daughter grow up? Of course I thought 
all of those things,” said Patrick. But the funny thing is 
that neither of us panicked. We were able to trust God.” 

After a successful surgery and radiation, Patrick emerged 
cancer-free and with a renewed strength in the Lord. “I 
knew it was true that Christ was walking with me, but 
through both cancer and infertility, I got to live out that 
truth. Although we’ve both been through suffering, the 
Lord never left us. I look at my wife and daughter today 
and say, ‘Lord, you got it right’.”  

The Hanyes say that their story really isn’t about 
adoption, cancer or infertility. It’s about learning that God 
was with them regardless of their circumstances. “The 
plan God had for us wasn’t what I thought it would be,” 
said Jen. “Suffering became part of our story. But as I 
worked through my anger in community with others, I 
realized I was not alone. God was with us the whole time, 
writing the story He wanted for our lives. Even when I 
could not feel it, God was walking along with me. That’s 
where I found peace.”

Students
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“In my quiet time 
in the morning, my 

goal is not to get 
something from God. 

The only thing I 
want to get is a right 

view of God, and then 
the right view of myself 
and my circumstances 

come into place.”



an orphan host program sponsored by 
Buckner, her adoption agency, called Angels 
from Abroad. 

“I read the statistics about older children in 
Russia,” she said. “Less than 10 percent have a 
chance for a normal life. Ten percent commit 
suicide within the first three years of leaving 
the orphanage. Forty percent turn to alcohol 
and drugs, and 40 percent turn to prostitution 
and crime. After looking at those pictures  
of all the little faces, it wasn’t any question. Of 
course we wanted to take one!”

Initially, the couple wanted to adopt a little 
girl, but decided it was best to let the agency 
choose the child. “They knew us and the kids 
living in the orphanages well.” 

It wasn’t long before they received their 
answer – they would host 10-year-old Vladic 
in their home. 

“It was the best three weeks of my life,” Tiffany 
said. Within a year, they adopted Vlad  
(now 13) and brought him home from Russia.

“Throughout the whole process we were never 
fearful, never worried,” she said. “But we really 
had the hardest time adjusting when we got 
back. And I felt like junior high all over again 
with the other parents. Being a new mom and 
not knowing what to do, I was really insecure.”

Tiffany said she and Garth went through a 
difficult period in their marriage. They found 
it hard to schedule time to be together, and 
endured two more miscarriages. “The third 
miscarriage was very difficult,” she said. “I had 
begun to place expectations on God and what  
I thought life would begin to look like; it was 
the loss of a child.”

Tiffany said she grieved for about a year  
and finally let go of the idea of having a 
biological child. She said the Lord used 

Shiloh, a ministry at Watermark for couples 
experiencing infertility and miscarriage, to 
help her through the process. “I just had to 
surrender to God. Our family doesn’t look like 
other people’s families. But I have to remember 
that this is what God wants our family to  
look like, and it doesn’t matter if we look like 
everybody else.” 

During this time, Tiffany poured over God’s 
Word daily and found special comfort in the 
last five chapters of Job. “They helped me have 
the right view of God and his sovereignty in 
every detail of life,” she said. Also, watching 
her son grow and change, and understanding 
how much God loves him, reminds her how 
much He loves her, too. 

“Through every struggle I’ve been through, it’s 
always been about me and God,” she explained. 
“Everything that happens in life has either 
been orchestrated or allowed by God, and I just 
have to rest in that. The hurt and pain isn’t 
caused by God, but He’s allowed it to bring me 
to a different place. And I trust him so much 
more now because of that.”

Earlier this year, Tiffany became pregnant but 
miscarried again in the first trimester. The day 
before it happened, she received a phone call 
from her adoption agency asking her to 
coordinate this summer’s Angels from Abroad 
orphan host program. 

“I definitely feel like the Lord gave me this 
opportunity to soften the pain and remind me 
that He has a specific plan and purpose for my 
life. I don’t want to minimize the pain of the 
loss of our unborn child. We are still grieving. 
But adoption is a huge passion of mine and a 
calling the Lord has for me.”

Tiffany finds comfort – and her true identity – 
when she turns to the Lord daily, reading  
His Word and studying His character more 
than anything else. 

“In my quiet time in the morning, my goal is 
not to get something from God. The only 
thing I want to get is a right view of God, and 
then the right view of myself and my 
circumstances come into place. This life is very 
short and I lived it way too long in an 
unsurrendered state. There is no life or peace 
there. I want to live in a constant state of trust 
and surrender. If I don’t, I might miss 
something great that God has for me.”

– written by Jenny Pope

For Tiffany Wilkins, life isn’t defined by her 
circumstances. The joy of adoption and the 
pain of miscarriage are a part of her life, but not 
who she is. “God is constantly helping me 
know that I need to find my identity inHim 
alone.”

Tiffany grew up in a single-parent home where 
she went to church, but never really under-       
stood her need for a Savior. “I always just tried 
to be better than everyone else. I kind of saw 
myself as the best of the worst. I was better than 
others, so I didn’t think I was that bad.” 

After college, Tiffany moved to Dallas where 
she found her niche in the party scene. 
Thursday through Sunday, Tiffany spent her 
time going out with friends and trying to fit in. 
One day a friend invited her to Bible study, 
and though she wasn’t interested at first, her 
friend’s persistence paid off. They were 
studying King David, and for the first time in 
Tiffany’s life, something “clicked.”

“When I read about how David was both a 
sinner and a man after God’s own heart, it 
just blew me away,” she said. “I thought,  
‘I’m such a sinner, too, so maybe God can love  
and forgive me.’ That was the moment I 
surrendered to Christ.”

After immersing herself in Bible study and 
church, Tiffany still found herself looking for 
love in other places, she said. That’s when she 
met her husband Garth.

“I knew we were different, but it wasn’t until 
after we got married that I was like, ‘Oh my 
gosh, I have married someone who is not on the 
same page as me,’” Tiffany said. But less than a 
year into their marriage, Garth also trusted 
Christ as his Savior. The couple started going 
to a community group at Watermark. “I’m not 
sure why it went that way. It’s like, even in my 
disobedience the Lord used what Satan had 
planned for harm, for good.” 

It wasn’t long before they started dreaming 
about having a family. Tiffany, who was 
always interested in adopting, wanted to 
adopt a child right away. Garth wanted to  
try to have a biological child first. The couple 
quickly became pregnant, but soon 
miscarried. Then Garth to agree to start the 
adoption process. 

They decided to adopt from Russia and began 
the paperwork. After waiting for about a year, 
Tiffany received information in the mail about 

Vlad, Garth and Tiffany Wilkins
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At no point did the need to resolve conflict become 

more urgent than in August of 2007. Kirk and Kim got 

the news they would not be able to have children.  

“I felt like I was going crazy,” said Kim. “I was sad, 

grieving and depressed that we wouldn’t have a child 

the way I’d always hoped. Kirk seemed to have abso-

lutely no emotion, which made it all the more painful 

and created a big wedge in our marriage.”

“I viewed my role in marriage as the strong one. 

Expressing vulnerability was not valued by people in my 

life in the past,” said Kirk. “It was a blessing that we 

were in an authentic community group at the time. The 

guys in the group gently told me that my response to 

Kim wasn’t a good one. I’d felt alone for most of my 

life, and thought I had to figure things out on my own. 

God used those friends, and the Celebrate Recovery 

Ministry at Watermark, to create a place where I felt 

listened to, loved and cared for. I learned that I didn’t 

have to be ‘strong’ for Kim, and there was value in 

being vulnerable with my wife.”

Kim says God used community in significant ways at 

every step through their journey. “Our friends fasted and 

prayed for us, and showed us where we needed to grow 

in our relationship,” said Kim. “They helped me 

discover a place to serve the Lord, and be a spiritual 

‘mother’ to other kids, even as I mourned not being 

able to have a child biologically. For me, learning to 

fully surrender to God and the plans He had for me was 

a breakthrough. I had to reconcile a lot before my heart 

could be open to the idea of adoption.”

Kirk had done a lot of reconciling as well. “For a long 

time, I had focused on the ‘wrecks’ in my life,” said 

Kirk, “rather than how I was being refined by every 

experience God led us through. I didn’t want to be ‘the 

couple who couldn’t have kids.’ That wasn’t my choice. 

THE REAL GIFT

“I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the  
LORD in the land of the living. Wait for the LORD; be strong  

and take heart and wait for the LORD.” (Psalm 27:13-14)

“I never would have scripted suffering into my life, or 

chosen many of the hard things that have happened,” 

said Kirk Lanier. “But suffering comes to everybody,  

and God has helped me grow in wisdom as a result.  

In my finite mind, I haven’t always been able to grasp 

God’s goodness, or understand why things happen.  

But I’ve learned to choose to trust God in the midst  

of tough times. I can see now that God has been good 

to us the whole time.”

When Kirk Lanier met Kim in 2005, he was intrigued. 

“Here’s this beautiful woman, clearly on fire for the 

Lord,” said Kirk, “and I hadn’t experienced that for a 

long time. I’d been a believer since college, but was 

always pretty isolated. When I married the first time, we 

went to church but there was no truth-telling going on. 

Nobody held me accountable. It was easy for me to  

be totally absorbed by my career, rather than finding my 

significance in the Lord. That’s why, after nine years, 

the marriage ended in divorce.”

Kim is quick to say that her life hadn’t always looked 

like it did when she met Kirk. “It wasn’t the failure of 

my first marriage that brought me to my knees,” said 

Kim. “It was the years following the divorce. Painful 

dating relationships and emptiness kept me wondering if 

there was something more to life. After 15 years of 

suffering, I heard the gospel for the first time at a Bible 

study and learned that Christ was the only way to 

Salvation. I’d lived with guilt for years and was ready to 

accept the Truth about Christ. I left my old life behind, 

and that was painful. But Christ flipped my life right 

side up.”

After what Kirk describes as an “ideal courtship,” the 

two married in September, 2006. They both built some 

accountability and community into their lives before 

saying “I do,” seeking counsel on everything from when 

they should marry to the baggage each one might bring 

to the relationship. But Kirk says when the honeymoon 

began, so did the conflict. “I tend to be passive, and  

her tendency is toward fear and control. We’d hunker 

down and dig our heels in when there was a disagree-

ment. I knew we needed input from others, because 

there were times when I would clearly go against what 

God had designed for our relationship.”
continued 



THE REAL GIFT continued

But God used the whole journey to draw me deeper into biblical 

community and show me how to further to submit to Him. 

Then, He changed both of our lives in ways we could have 

never expected when Lily Ruth Lanier came into our lives 

through adoption.”

Kim agrees that adopting Lily was “the icing on the cake” in a 

journey that’s taught her much about God’s love. “A lot of 

people tell us that God was good to us because we were able to 

adopt Lily,” said Kim. “And although I’m grateful for her in ways 

I can’t express, I think that’s pretty warped theology. God never 

stopped being good. Even when I didn’t get my way, God was 

still having His way. God was always good to us, and suffering 

forced both of us to trust God for Who He is, not for what He 

does for us. That’s the real gift.”


